
What did Thomas Jefferson mean when he said, “life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness?”

What socioeconomic, political, and personal contradictions did Thomas Jefferson show throughout
his lifetime?

Subject: History and Social Sciences
Grade Level: Second Grade
Topic: Thomas Jefferson; Biography; Contributions and Impact in the 18th and 19th

century
Guiding Questions: What did Thomas Jefferson mean when he said “life, liberty, and the pursuit of

happiness?”
What socioeconomic, political, and personal contradictions did Thomas
Jefferson show throughout his lifetime?

VA SOL: 2.7e - The student will apply history and social science skills to describe the
revolutionaries who fought for America’s freedom (1764-1781), including, but
not limited to:

a. John Adams;
b. Benjamin Franklin;
c. Alexander Hamilton;
d. Patrick Henry;
e. Thomas Jefferson
f. James Madison (“Father of the Constitution”);
g. Paul Revere; and
h. George Washington (“Father of our Country”).

Required Materials: Thomas Jefferson: Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Everything Picture Book by
Maira Kalman, 1 pencil/student, 1 index card/student, Copies of primary source
photos (Appendix A/B), Cardstock, Construction Paper, Scissors, Glue.
*OPTIONAL – Equity Sticks

Before you begin…
Create a resource packet with 2 primary source photos that students will use throughout the
lesson. Print 5 copies of each primary source photo to be distributed/passed around.

Distribute 1 index card to each student.

Recommendation – Allow students 30 to 60 seconds to think of a response to the question.
For responses, use a classroom set of equity sticks for quicker responses.

Introduction
As a whole group (utilizing equity sticks) –

a. Display book cover and ask students: “What do you notice about this book cover?”
Appropriate responses: “Outside, Green Grass, Man, House, etc.”

https://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Jefferson-Liberty-Pursuit-Everything/dp/0399240403
https://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Jefferson-Liberty-Pursuit-Everything/dp/0399240403
https://www.teachstarter.com/us/blog/what-are-equity-sticks-how-to-implement-them-in-your-classroom/


b. Ask students the first guiding question: “Let’s think back to our citizenship unit. We all
have rights as American citizens. In America, each citizen has a right to “life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness. What do you think that means?”

Pre-Reading Activity
Pair students in groups of 2 to 4. Explain that a discussion will be done after I read the book, so it is
very important for them to follow along.

Notice &Wonder – Have students write 1 thing they notice on one-side of their index card and 1 thing
they wonder about based on their observation (their notice). Choose 2 to 3 students to share.

Read the Book
Ask students the second guiding question: “How did what Thomas Jefferson
contradict what he said?” Define contradiction for students. Example: “A
contradiction doesn’t really make sense. It is thinking or saying one thing and
then believing/doing another thing. For example, Patrick [student name] says
he lost another pencil. He does not understand why he never has pencils.”
Ask students to put a tally mark on their index cards for howmany
contradictions they hear throughout the story.

Understanding through Quotes & The Utilization of Text Structure
Quotes: After reading the book, ask students howmany tally marks are on
their index card. As a whole group, identify the 3 contradictions (quote

them from the book pages). You can use a YouTube video read aloud (pre-marked by minute and
second) for each contradiction. Pause the video on each of the 3 contradictions and use your
classroom set of equity sticks to call on students. Example appropriate response: “He said he wanted
slavery to end, but he owned a lot of slaves.”

Text Structure: Why is this book written in cursive? Why are some words large and some words bold?

Introduce Primary Sources
Show students with 2 pictures of primary sources. Ask students if these pictures look familiar to what
they saw/read in the book. Ask: How are they the same/different? How do they help us better
understand the story and who Thomas Jefferson is?

OPTIC Project

Students will now work with their assigned group for “OPTIC” project
O=Overview, P=Parts, Colors, Settings, etc., T=Title, I=Interrelationships, C=Conclusion

O: Discussion – As a whole group, discuss the main idea.
● “Why was it important for the author to write this book for us? What does it teach us?” 2 to 3

groups should share their responses.

P, TI, and I: Project – Each group will create a Thomas Jefferson book cover.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4e1dIYJ9TlA


● REQUIREMENTS: Students are required to have a setting, at least the main character (but
they are welcome to put more characters), and easily identify things that are specific to
Thomas Jefferson. For example – A headstone, Monticello home, White House, etc.

● MATERIALS: Students will utilize card stock, construction paper, photos of primary sources
(for collaging), colored pencils/crayons/markers, scissors, and a glue stick. Explain to students
that they will be making their own book cover about Thomas Jefferson and the main idea of
this story. They may use the responses that were just shared as ideas to help them with their
cover. The book cover and all its details will be glued on the white cardstock. They can use
construction paper and colors to create shapes, faces, etc., to glue onto the cardstock. They
will only have the cardstock to display at the end, so everything MUST be on the cardstock.

Allow 15-20 minutes for this project.

C: Whole Group Discussion (SCAPE) and Presentation
● Review aloud SCAPE (Story Elements) – S=Setting, C=Characters, A=Action, P=Problem,

E=Ending (You can also just review the main Story Elements – Characters, Setting, Problem,
Resolution.)

● DISCUSSION: Discuss the SCAPE/Story Elements of the book.
● PRESENTATION: Each group will share their book cover and why they chose those specific

colors, objects, etc.

Closing
Return to the guiding question, concluding the OPTIC activity by asking, “What did Thomas Jefferson
mean when he said, “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness?”
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Appendix A

Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence Rough Draft – June 1776

Document of Image Retrieved From
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mtj1.001_0545_0548/?sp=1&st=image

https://www.loc.gov/resource/mtj1.001_0545_0548/?sp=1&st=image


Appendix B

Image Retrieved From https://www.loc.gov/item/2019685388/

https://www.loc.gov/item/2019685388/

